« A dazzling, comprehensive,
modern guide to wine,
free of elitism and pedantry.
This thoroughly successful
work sets a new standard
and makes wine more
accessible and user-friendly
than it has ever heen before.”
ANTHONY DIAS BLUE,

wine and spirits editor,
Bon Appétil

More than 500
photos, detailed
: maps, and charts
grounded deeply in the funda- =~

mentals and enriched with passionate
asides, tips, anecdotes,
definitions, glossaries,
lustrations, maps, wine
labels—everything, in
tact, but the actual wine
itself. By America’s
renowned
= wine teacher
& and authority.
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Gigondas

he Gigondas vineyards cover a series

of hills just below the jagged spurs of
rock known as the Dentelles de Montmirail,
This ks the most northern of the important
southern Bhone appellations. A few miles
helow it s Vacqueyras and below that and
to the west is Chiteauneuf-du-Pape.

Maybe Gigondas ook its cue from the
rugged Dentelles, for its wines are as
strong and appealing as a firm handshake.
The best have explosive raspberry,
leather, and spice aromas and flavors and
chewy textures. They are often character-
ized as robust versions of Chiteauneuf,
but the truth is they have an altogether dif-
ferent personality. To drink Gigondas is to
go back to a time when great red wines
were muscular and rough—a time before
winemakers knew how Lo soften up wine
and give il polish,

Omly red and rosé Gigondas are made.
By law, the reds must be no more than 80
percent grenache, with no less than 15 per-
cent syrah and/or mourvédre blended in.

The remaining fraction is often cinsaut but
may be made up of any other red Rhone
grape except cangnan,

All of Gigondas was once simply Coles-
du-Rhdne-Villages. But in 1971 the reds and
rosés of the area were given a new, higher
status and the appellation Gigondas, named
after the nearby village, was bom. Iis top
producers include Domaine de Cayron,
Domaine de la Garrigue, Les Hauls de
Montmirail, Grand Bourjassot, Domaine
Santa Due, St Cosme, and Domaine les
Pallieres,

Vacqueyras

ust south of Gigondas, Vacqueyras

became an appellation in 1940, Before
that, like Gigondas, wines [rom this area
were labeled Cotes-du-Rhdne-Villages.
Vacqueyras are sturdy, bold red wines—
rather like even more mstic versions of
Gigondas. The best smell and taste like
the land itself: there's the aroma of sun on
the hot stony ground, of serappy dried
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