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Southern Rh6ne are determined

wines from ChAteauneuf-du-Pape
limestone-influenced Gigondas.

So what then is Gigondas? Barruol has clearly answered this one
befors "The geology here is very special. This is where you get the
largest amount of limestone in the Southern Rhdne. It is everywhere
- on the hills, the flats. The relationship here between grenache and
limestone is one of 6nesse.

"lt is also about climate and altitude. we are oriented north-north-
west and at 300 meties. It makes for much more balanced grenache
- there is expression, character, balance and fteshless. Gigondas is a
kind of El Dorado for grenache."

If anyone is entided to speak for Gigondas, it is the intense, peripa-
tetic and often combative Barruol. The Saint Cosme estate has
belonged to the Barruol fimily since I 570, with wine made here since
Gallo-Roman times using the underground tunnels that today house
sone of Barruolt best barrels.

Ba[uol is an inveterate explorer ald is 17 years into "observing"
the complex geology of the 15-hectare estate. This journey began in
1992 when he became the l5th generation of his family to grow and
make wine at Saint Cosme. "I had strong targets. But you learn and
leam and make your targets more precise. Our job is one of observa-
tion. It is a job where you shouldrit decide anything in advanc€. You

_ need to lemain humble and just accept that you can't know things in
advance. It is too complicated even though we have five centuries of
experience on dris vineyard."

Despite the uaknowns, Barruol's Gigondas wines do have a
signature stlle, most evident in the estate wine (about 70 per cent
grenache, 20 per cent spah, eight per cent rnourvtdre and two per
cent cinsault) and the prestige Gigondas Valbelle (90 per cent
grenache, 10 per cent slrah, some new oak). Each is higbly perfumed
and light on its feet - not the bruising, muscular wines commonly

TWo famed producers
to let the world know

fhe appellation of Cigondas lies nonh-east of Chateauneuf-du-Pape
I in the lee of the Dentelles de Monrmirai.l - a limestone

escarpment that ses ftom the Rh6neb river plains and doisters the
village of Gigondas. It is one of Francet great wine settings and home
to a dutch of its most distinctive wines. Here, grenache rules with
mouvldre and qa-ah supporting. It is the classic GSM blend, to use the
Australian shorthand. Gigondas, at its best, is an intense wine: higlLly
perirmed, rich and plummy, full of complex, savoury characters - dark
chocolate, leather, wild flowers, herbs, hot stones, pepper and spice.

Unfortunately, Gigondas appears doomed to live in the shadow of
nearby Chiteauneuf-du-Pape to which it is constantly compared -
despite making grenache-accented wines that speak their own language.

If Gigondas is to achieve recognition on its o\ m terms, much rests
on the shoulders of louis Barruol of Chateau de Saint Cosme arrd
Yves Gras of Domaine Santa Duc. Ba uol and Gras are tlvo of
Gigondas'brightest stars, each with centuries of wine making in their
families and a vision for what modern Gigondas can be.

Barruol, who makes Chateauneuf-du-Pape as part of his negotiant
business, has run out of patience with those wishing to compare the
tlvo. "Please explain to the people: stop the comparison between
Chdteauneuf-du-Pape and Gigondas. This is another universe for
grenache. It has never been ald will never be ChXteauneuf-du-Pape."
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SO MUCH AT STAKE
LefL Saint Cosme's
vines begin to tlourish.
Centre lefh the jagged
Denlelles. Bottom:
Louis Barruol.

associated with Gigondas. It is a style that invites comparisons not

with nearby Chateauneuf-du-Pape but with the classic syrah's ofC6te

Rdtie and, with bottle age, Burgundy.
Barruol, who also produces Cdte Rdtie in his negotiant business,

appears more than comfortable with this comparison. "Yes, I make
my C6te Rdtie pretty much like I make my Gigondas. We love syrah
and it works marvellously in this microclimate. But I shouldn't use
too much because it hides the real character of Gigondas. Gigondas
should be based on grenache."

If there is a Gigondas story that inevitably leads to compatison
(at least in Australia and New Zealand, where Saint Cosme and
Santa Duc are Gigondas'most visible producers), it is that of
Barruol and Santa Duc's Yves Gras.

Like Barruol, Gras inherited a legacy in Santa Duc - 22 hectares of
mostly old vines that have been in the family for a modest four
generations. Unlike Saint Cosme, whose plantings are scattered across
the lower slopes ofthe Dentelles, Santa Duct vines lie predominantly
on the flat plain that spreads towards the Rhdne from the foot of the
mountains. Here the soils are clay-rich limestone, with scatterings of
river stones, a reminder of the inflr-rence the Rhdne still has in its

Gigondas, at its best, is an intense wine: highly perfumed,
rich and plummy, full of comple;r, savoury characters.

southern reaches. Gras also has three hectares of vines on sandy
linestone in the lower contours ofthe hills.

Gras' Gigondas wines may appear as burly as their maker at first
glance, but go on to display a core of elegance, finesse and stony
minerality what Gras calls "freshness'l Make no mistake, these are
concentrated wines that need time (Gras'maFellous 2001 Gigondas is
onl l  norn near ing earJy matur i t ) ) .

Santa Duc! estate wine is a blend of
75 per cent grenache, l0 per cent mourvidre,
10 per cent syrah and five per cent cinsault.
The prestige Haute" Cdrrigues cuvee is 80 per
cent grenache and 15 per cent mouryddre
(from 80 and 40 year old vines, respectively).
Syrah and cinsault round out the blend.

"Here, the two great grapes are grenache

and mourvddre," Gras says. "I believe that
grapes perform best at the climatic limits -
and this is the northern limit for grenache

and mourvddre. Syrah grows too fast."
If one achievement links Barruol and

Gras (and there are many), it is their work
with grenache, potentially "a reckless provider

of alcohol in a blend". as one cri l ic put i l .
Both men seem able to rein in the grape

without stomping on its fruity opulence.
For Cras. grenache i '  an ererci:e in

common sense. At Santa Duc it is dry grown,
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